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completionf, and thus remained in harmony with the
growing intelligence of mankind, was suddenly rent hi
pieces by the convulsion of the Reformation, and flung
away by the more religious and more progressive peoples
of Europe. That which was external and concrete, was
in all things to be superseded by that which was inward
and spiritual. It was proclaimed that the individual
spirit, while it continued to mirror itself in the world-
spirit, had nevertheless an independent existence as a
centre of self-issuing force, and was to be in all things
active rather than passive. Truth was no longer to be
truth to the soul until it should have been by the soul
recognized, and in some measure even created; but when
so recognized and felt, it is able under the form of faith
to transcend outward works and to transform the dogmas
of the understanding; it becomes the living principle
within each man's breast, infinite itself, and expressing
itself infinitely through his thoughts and acts. He who
as a spiritual being was delivered from the priest, and
brought into direct relation with the Divinity, needed not,
as heretofore, to be enrolled a member of a visible con-
gregation of his fellows, that he might live a pure and
useful life among them. Thus by the Reformation the
Visible Church as well as the priesthood lost that para-
mount importance which had hitherto belonged to it, and
sank from being the depositary of all religious tradition,
the source and centre of religious life, the arbiter of
eternal happiness or misery, into a mere association of
Christian men, for the expression of mutual sympathy
and the better attainment of certain common ends. Like

f It was not till the end of the   tiation was definitely established as
eleventh century that transubstan-   a dogma.
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